
A
lain Le Chatelier’s annual
winter show at Les Arti-
sans in Gustavia is a riot of

red and green, but in examining his
paintings the variegation of colors
in his fruit and foliage seems infi-
nitely endless. He focuses on two
themes in his new work, red fruit
and green salad, with his usual
lushness, juiciness, and technical
prowess. A painting called “Love
In The Garden” is a cornucopia of
green vegetables: lettuces, cab-
bages, zucchinis, and a shiny
watermelon in a fantasy garden
with two frogs, two wasps, two
snails, two dragon flies... all
making love in the sensual envi-
ronment Le Chatelier has provided
for them. But the lettuce leaves are
not just green; there are carefully
tinted Batavia leaves with softly

purple edges. Just as on another
painting where heads of lettuce
veer from shades of green to pink,
violet, and mauve. “The lettuce
petals are arranged like a big rose,”
says Le Chatelier, who also has a
series of smaller painting featuring
frogs playing or dancing in a lush
wetland (the opera Platée springs
to mind…).

“Here we have red poppies and red
berries along with lettuce in my
country garden,” Le Chatelier
points out, indicating his village
church in the background. The
country garden is also the focus of
a painting with a bright red table-
cloth creating a backdrop for a sta-
tely group of pink and purple
irises, and again the scene for a
topiary of a bunny in a long, nar-

row painting where the green lawn
is interrupted only by white chairs
and a table set with white wine for
three, and a blue and yellow ball
hovering as if an unseen hand had
just tossed it into the frame and it
hadn’t yet landed on the ground.
Mixing elements from various
environments makes for fun in Le
Chatelier’s work with a tropical
rain forest and mountains in Domi-
nica mixed with a garden of French
lettuce and Caribbean cabbage.
These paintings have a European
sense of light and shadow, but as
the painter admits: “I want to paint
more in Saint Barth. It’s like Pro-
vence, you are immediately taken
by the light.”

Le Chatelier brought two large
canvases, the first evoking the
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